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SUMMARY

Preface
and

Indian Ocean and Maritime International Relations
TAKENAKA Chiharu

It is a new tendency of international relations to focus on sea and oceans, attracting a keen atten-
tion not only from policy specialists but also from the general public. Therefore, we could often
come across the names of old disciplines such as Maritime Studies or Ocean Studies in these
days. It was the 19" century and early 20™ century when European major powers needed to study
sea and oceans scientifically in order to scramble for the new lands in Afiica, Asia and the Pacific.
Interestingly, this area of knowledge is taken out from the reservoir of library to encounter the
contemporary challenges at the time of globalization. Global market economy, new security
threats, energy resources, immigrants and refugees, environment and ecology, natural disasters
and wide-spread accidents by human errors and so on, we could name it. It means that nation
states, together with international society, have been struggling with those issues in the maritime
domain as well as on the surface of the earth.

There is a certain difference, however, between international relations on the land and inter-
national relations around the sea. The former represents the international order almost completed
in the 19* century Europe, demarcating the land by national boundaries guarded by the armed
forces of the states, the system of which was eventually brought into Africa, Asia and the Pacific
at the imperial age. In other words, the idea of sovereign states with clearly defined territories was
implanted in non-European countries by colonial states or indigenous modem states like Japan or
Thatiland. Still, a vast space of sea and oceans have been kept as a frontier, a space not possessed
by any states or an international domain of freedom of movements, although states have been
always trying to encircle the coastal areas and continental shelves for more private usage.

So, we live at the time of rising an interest in the study of sea and oceans. Simultaneously the
wide open area of the Indian Ocean in the linkage with the Pacific Region via South East Asia and
Australia is under the intellectual spotlight. In this issue, Rupakjyoti Borah and Vindu Mai
Chotani, young scholars from India with the knowledge of International Relations, Japan Studies
and Asian Studies, contribute their ambitious articles for the further discussion in this emerging
field. This issue itself embodies the intellectual collaboration of Asian Studies in the Indo-Pacific
Region of the 21* century,
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SUMMARY

Forgotten Wartime Violence among the Masses in Periphery
during the Japanese Occupation of the Philippines

With Special Reference to the Paramilitary Groups Collaborating
with the Japanese in Leyte Island

ARA Satoshi

This study is intended to answer the following questions: what caused some of the Filipino
masses to collaborate with the Japanese?; and why did their collaboration for the Japanese bring
about severe violence?

Over seventy years or so since the end of the Asia-Pacific War in Asia, numerous academic
works have been discussing so far the subject matters on the Japanese Occupation of the
Philippines. However, only a few of them have discussed the issues of the collaboration with the
perspectives from “below.” Even though there have been published numerous studies on the
Filipino popular history, very few historians have examined the nature of collaborationism trans-
pired in the local setting of the Philippines with such perspectives.

This paper aims to shed light on rampant severe violence frequently happened among the
masses or locals in Leyte Island of the Philippines, one of the rural areas of the country, during
the Japanese occupation, that have not yet been thoroughly examined in Philippine historiogra-
phy. Applying theoretical frameworks of Ranajit Guha (2007) dealing with the historical study on
the mass movement in India, this study tries to clarify the characteristics of the mass violence by
focusing on the actuations of a number of actors, most of whom belonged to low middle class
including some local governmental officials (municipal mayors, treasurers, or chieftains of small
villages in the province), local small merchants or landless peasants with a scant educational
background. These kind of people tended to be treated as minor actors in “periphery” in the
Philippine society when describing the history of the Japanese occupation of the Philippines.
Some of them were said to be involved in severe violence during the time of their organizing
some paramilitary groups for the Japanese such as the Home Guard in Ormoc or Jutai in Abuyog.
Being minor one in Philippine historiography, the significance of mass violence have had been
ignored, and these violent incidents were considered nothing but black side of patriotic move-
ments against the Japanese initiated by the anti-Japanese guerrilla groups. Therefore, their
involvement in the local history have been forgotten on the minds of locals and local historians
as well.

Discussing several cases presented in this paper, the author tries to posit that such minor actors
in “periphery” of the Philippine society tried to delineate themselves in the elite-dominated soci-
ety like Leyte Province by collaborating with the Japanese. Unfortunately, their activities were
too sporadic to unite other minor elements toward the unified movement as the Sakdal Movement
or Hukbalahap Movement in Luzon Island did during that time,
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